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Peru Signs Agreement to Purchase 40,000 XO Laptops with Option to Order Additional 210,000 Units
Successful pilot in remote Andean village paves the way for decision to provide XO laptops for all primary school children in one-classroom schools in Peru
Cambridge, Mass., December 5, 2007 – One Laptop per Child (OLPC), a non-profit organization focused on providing educational tools to help children in developing countries “learn learning,” announced today that the Ministry of Education of Peru has signed an agreement for the initial purchase 40,000 XO laptops with the option to order an additional 210,000 units.  The first 40,000 laptops will be distributed to primary school children in remote and rural one-classroom schools in Peru starting now and to be completed in February 2008.  The 210,000 units will be distributed throughout 2008 and cover all extreme poverty areas.
In addition, the Congress of Peru has authorized independent participation by the country’s local regions.  The Tumbes region, which is in the northwest of Peru and borders with Ecuador, has already begun working with OLPC and will be providing XO laptops for its 22,000 primary school children.

“Our decision to work with One Laptop per Child was a relatively easy one,” said Oscar Becerra, General Director for Educational Technology of the Ministry of Education of Peru.  “We have been applying the constructionist learning theory for more than 20 years in Peru and the XO laptop is the perfect tool for children to learn by doing, sharing and expressing themselves.  The low cost of the laptop as well as its unique features –the display readable in direct sunlight, the mesh network and the overall ruggedness of the machine – make it a great fit for the remote and rural villages of our country.”
Since May 2007 Peru has been evaluating the XO laptop with 60 school children in Arahuay, a remote agricultural village in the Andes mountains.  Educators began seeing 
positive results the very first week of the pilot and the enthusiasm and progress have continued since then.
“Peru’s understanding of constructionist learning theories is so mature and longstanding that other countries can benefit from this important decision,” said Nicholas Negroponte, founder and chairman of One Laptop per Child.  “The XO laptop is clearly the right choice for advancing the education of children in remote and rural environments.  While we immediately see the difference the laptop makes in the lives of these children, we look forward to the long-term positive impact it will have on the eradication of poverty and on societies’ other great challenges.”
According to UNICEF, of the total population of 28 million people in Peru, there are 3.8 million people living in extreme poverty – including 2.1 million children.  Many of these children live in remote and rural areas in the mountains and attend schools with very few resources for a modern education.
###

About One Laptop per Child

One Laptop per Child (OLPC at http://www.laptop.org) is a non-profit organization created by Nicholas Negroponte and others from the MIT Media Lab to design, manufacture and distribute laptop computers that are sufficiently inexpensive to provide every child in the world access to knowledge and modern forms of education.  These XO laptops are rugged, open source, and so energy efficient that they can be powered by a child manually.  Mesh networking gives many machines Internet access from one connection. The pricing goal is $100.

The XO laptops are sold to governments and issued to children by schools on a basis of one laptop per child.  Starting November 12 and through December 31, individuals in the U.S. and Canada are able to participate in the Give One Get One program and for US$399 get a laptop while giving one simultaneously to a child in a developing nation.  For more information on the Give 1 Get 1 program, go to http://www.laptopgiving.org. 
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