[£6)

Shark Bait )

Gets a Brain

COMPUTERWORLD

Development

=1DG

JUMP TO | More Resources

SEARCH Custom Search @

+

Home

News

E-mail Newsletters
Shark Bait g+~

One Laptop Per Child sweetens hardware with 'Sugar' Ul
The open-source user interface was developed by a 10-person design team
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January 03, 2007 (IDG News Service) -- One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) is moving ahead with its mission to make
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+ Business Intelligence combined 10-person design team focused on creating a user interface that could be easily used by children with litlle| . Req Hat launches Linux
+ Servers & Data Center or no computing experience. RHELS for servers, desktops
: ga;:jware Currently, Sugar is still "a work in progress," according to Christopher Blizzard, software team lead for OLPC at Red Read More *
D:v;:;?nent Hat. "The code's working reasonably well, but
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Over the next couple of months, OLPC plans to
ramp up the numbers of its laptops in countries
including Argentina, Brazil and Nigeria from the
current 10 to 50 devices per country into the "low
thousands," Blizzard said. As children start using
the laptops, OLPC is looking to incorporate
feedback on Sugar into the design process. "We're
taking the tack -- release early, release often," he
added.

Sugar features four main views -- home, friends,
neighborhood and activity -- and uses stick-figure
icons to denote each user and other children on the
network and other icons to indicate particular
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collaborative first," Blizzard said. Simplicity and
accessibility are important factors, but the design
team was also keen not to limit the user interface's
capabilities. "Walter's take is it doesn't have a
ceiling, but it has a very solid floor," Blizzard said,
referring to OLPC President Walter Bender.

Starting from the home view, where users can
specify preferences such as color, a child can then
move to the friends view to see which of his friends
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are on the network and what they're doing. A child
can also chat with them. The neighborhood view
shows everyone connected to the mesh network
and the activities they're engaged in. At any point,
the child can also choose to join group activities.
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Each laptop can act as a node in a mesh

peer-to-peer ad hoc network, so that if one laptop

is directly accessing the Internet, when other

machines in the network power on, they can share

that single online connection.
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The activity view allows a child to focus on a
specific activity using the laptop's full-screen mode.
There's also a journal view that can be thought of
as another activity, where a child can see what he
has created on the desktop, save and add to that
content, and share it with friends.

Around any of the views is a frame equivalent to

the menu bar in more traditional computer user

interfaces. The child can click on people, places and things around the right, left and top sides of the frame, while the
bottom side is reserved for accessing activities. There's also a context-sensitive search bar on the top of the frame
so that the child can easily locate things on the desktop.

The laptop's operating system is a scaled-down version of Red Hat's Fedora Core 6 Linux distribution. Sugar also
includes a Web browser based on The Mozilla Foundation's Gecko rendering engine.

Reprinted with permission from

For more news from IDG visit IDG.net

(!-’RE\ Story copyright 2006 International Data Group. All rights reserved.

% Print this Story E€ Send Us Feedback  £[= E-mail this Story Qj Digg this Story ~ #f, Slashdot this Story

MORE RELATED CONTENT

= OLPC eyes experimental battery for $100 laptop

= Despite upgrades, security experts fear $100 laptops
= Red Hat launches Linux RHELS5 for servers, desktops

4/4/2007 11:25 AM



newsletters

For more info on a specific
newsletter, click the title.
Details will be displayed in a
new window.

[ Application/Web
Development
Computerworld Daily
News (First Look and
Wrap-Up)

[] Computerworld Blogs
Newsletter

] The Weekly Top 10

More E-Mail Newsletters =

IEmer E-mail Address

PRINT EDITION

Subscribe to
Computerworld
40 years of the
most

authoritative i
source of news @
and information
for IT leaders.
IEmer E-mail Address

SUBSCRIBE

Read More =

TODAY'S TOP STORIES

Microsoft defends 100-day ANI patch process

Windows ANI
Firefox also vulnerable to Windows cursor exploit,
says bug's finder

More top stories...

READER FAVORITES

[ZTIM 20 must-have Firefox extensions
These plug-ins give you souped-up functionality,
Q firefox petter look and feel, and streamlined development
tasks. And some are just plain cool.

How to surf anonymously without a trace
Your online privacy is getting more and more
endangered. Here's how to protect yourself.

3 Why 'consumer’ Macs are enterprise-worthy
Which Apple machines are appropriate for
corporate use? Not everyone needs a Mac Pro;
sometimes a mini might do.

i Cracking Google's 'secret sauce' algorithm
Everyone is trying to crack Google's search code,
and some people might pay $10 million or more to
anyone who does.

Shark Bait—the place to post your stories of all things IT.
Register today and we'll give you 1000 points to get you
started!

Running in Circles

Ideas to improve SharkBait

Disappearing CD's

HEADLIMES BV
FEEDEURMER

Start a conversation with the leading IT experts on the new
ClO.com
Robert Keefe Joins Mueller Water Products as CIO
Leadership Under the Influence
Transition Discipline

HEADLIMES BV
FEEDEURMER

CONTINUING COVERAGE

e Windows Vista A to Z
‘ e Reviews, analyses, how-tos, visual tours, hot

- issues and predictions about Microsoft's new OS.
Windows Vista

I More Continuing Coverage

SPECIAL REPORT TOPICS

» S IT Careers 2010
20?0 Four years from now, the IT field will be a vastly
il

different place. Will you be ready?
I More Special Reports

= H-1B visa cap reached in record time

Five best practices for mitigating zero-day threats like = Senate H-1B bill seeks to give U.S. workers a better
shot at tech job openings

= Venture capitalists pour cash into alternative energies

WLAN Security Update

Download this Executive Briefing,
a $195.95 value, FREE,
compliments of Trapeze Networks!
(Source: Computerworld) Whatever
mobile technology you use, creating
and enforcing a security policy is essential.
Download this new Computerworld report to
learn about the latest encryption and
authentication technologies that will help to
protect your organization.

Download this executive briefing »

Top Five Reasons Encryption Alone
Isn't Enough

Access this white paper now!
(Source: Vormetric) Encryption has
become an important proactive
security control used to reduce the
risks associated with stolen or lost
data. Encryption alone, however, is not enough
to reduce all the risks to sensitive data-at-rest.
Here are five reasons why companies need more
than just encryption to combat today's threats.

Download this white paper =

Learn from Success: Integrating
Legacy with SOA for Faster Business
Processes

| Learn from Success:
Integrating Legacy with SOA
for Faster Business Processes
- - Download this OnDemand

. webcast, FREE, compliments of
Software AG USA!

Go to the webcast »

White Papers

Read up on the latest ideas and
i technologies from companies that
L sell hardware, software and

/ services.

« Man-in-the-Middle Attacks: Helping to eliminate
the threat without impacting the business

+ How PatchLink Meets the Top 10
Requirements for Effective Patch and
Vulnerability Management

« The Return on Investment (ROI) of Automated
Patch Management

View more whitepapers »

4/4/2007 11:25 AM



The SAS Zone Sponsored by LSI Logic, HP and
Fujitsu

The arrival of Serial Attached SCSI (SAS) marks

a new era in storage scalability, and extends

forward the roadmap for the industry's most

[j] successful platform ever.

() Three companies are leading SAS market

""" adoption: HP, LS| and Fujitsu. All are shipping

l"w SAS products now, and all have identified SAS
as a core technology where the enterprise and

sophisticated mid-market is transitioning for
highly transactional and highly reliable computing. Learn more
in the SAS Zone. Learn more in the SAS Zone.

]
FUJiTSU

All Zones

Network Security Zone

The SAS Zone

Server Management Zone
The SOA Zone

Software Zone

Storage Consolidation Zone

RESOURCE CENTER

Free IT Solutions Center
Compare 100+ IT management products - CMDB, SLM,
Security, SOA & more.

www.enterprisemanagement.com

PMO Library

Free Access to White Papers, Articles, Case Studies,
Webinars & more!
http://library.eproject.com/

Ads by techwaords

See your link here

SPONSORED LINKS
Live Webcast on Backup Security with Encryption (4/10)

Endpoint Data Protection Benchmark Report from Aberdeen
Group

Survey Says: Small Organizations thinking Big about Disaster
and Data. Download this on demand webcast to learn more!

Experience Microsoft® Office Live Meeting with the Live Meeting
Success Kit.

Manage information and lower TCO with new EMC consolidation
choices.

Learn about the latest encryption and authentication
technologies that will help to protect your organization!

Five Differences Your Company Can't Afford to Ignore

Policy and IT Controls Compliance Challenges and Solutions
How confident are you in your HA/DR plan?

First-ever Virtual Virtualization Show from IBM and VMware(R).

Improve Your Organization's Vulnerability with Penetration
Testing

Access the SOA Resource Center for a wide range of SOA-related
analyst reports, white papers, standards and best practices.

"How Google Improved Application Scalability and Agility with a
Virtualized, Real-Time Grid Environment"

Managing Access to Critical Data for Protection and Privacy

Gartner Webinar: WAN Acceleration Scalability Requirements

Leveraging VMware Infrastructure 3 and iSCSI SANs to Implement Scalable and Robust IT Environments.
Download this on demand webcast!

Café Belmondo Artisan Roasted Coffee: Try Café Belmondo Coffee and Receive a Free Melitta 10 Cup
Thermal Coffee Maker and a Package of La Tempesta Biscotti, when you buy 2 Bags of Artisan Roasted
Coff

Get an out-of-the-box server solution’ 'the HP BladeSystem c-Class

Save 64% on Omaha Steaks and get 2 FREE gifts!

Manage remotely with one interface - the HP ProLiant DL360 G5 server.

How to Choose the Right Search Engine
Recovery-focused Data Protection: Research Shows Your Future Depends On It
Entrust: Learn About our Layered Security Approach

HP Workstations for Cyber Forensics.

TCO comparison study by Mercer on EMC, HP and NetApp SAN solutions for Exchange

Introducing Maxtor DiamondMax & MobileMax drives.

Compliance with the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard

TechNet Plus Direct: Subscribe and see all of the advantages.

4/4/2007 11:25 AM



TechNet: More ways to know it, share it, and keep it running. TechNet: More ways to know it, share it, and keep it running.

Top Five Reasons Encryption Alone Isn't Enough!

About Us Advertise Contacts Editorial Calendar Help Desk Jobs at IDG Privacy Policy Reprints Site Map

IDG Network: Computerworld CIO CSO GamePro GameStar.com GamerHelp.com IDG Connect Infoworld IT Careers JavaWorld.com LinuxWorld.com Macworld
MacCentral.com Network World PC World Playlistmag.com

Copyright © 2007 Computerworld Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part in any form or medium without express written permission of Computerworld Inc. is prohibited.
Computerworld and Computerworld.com and the respective logos are trademarks of International Data Group Inc.

P

4/4/2007 11:25 AM



