dressed to Kalisa by Kacy-
iru Sector authorities, seen
by The New Times, he was
instructed to vacate the
house in question within
15 days from the time of
notification.

The letter states that the
house is the property of a
lady by the names of Sarafina
Mukamugema following her
provision of the papers allow-
irig her to inherit the property
which belonged to her brother
in law.

“They made my wife sign the
document but in reality, I had
nowhere to turn to with such
a big family on such short no-
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which she had not done so all
this time!” :

Kalisa explains that the trou-
bles between the once close
families started in 2001.

According to him, Sarafina
Mukamugema went to the
authorities in 2001 claiming
that the property belonged
to her brother-in-law, Ntwaye
Nikodemu, who died in 1994.
The authorities told her to
bring evidence of the owner-
ship of the property and the
right to inherit the brother-
in-law’s property.

“She went and kept quiet
only to resurface again with
the complaint in June 2008,

he said.

When this reporter asked
him what might have led her
to resurface with her claims,
Kalisa said that it was be-
cause she had learnt that the
local leadership had changed

IN THE COLD: Kalisa’s Jamily stranded after eviction. (Photo! C. Kwizera)

“s0 she resumed her claims.
When The New Times sought
the Executive Secretary of Ka-
cyiru Sector, Scovia Ingabire,
about this matter, she said
that they, as the authorities,
had done what they thought

was right becau
ant had a n¢
which gave her
inherit the prop
if he (Kalisa) is
by the decision,
to higher autho)

Kagame launches One Laptop per Child
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“We are going to turn
the dream of all our chil-
dren owning computers
into reality - it is possible
to achieve this,” he said,
amidst applause, calling
on the vast gathering to
reflect on the meaning of
the exercise and the other
numerous achievements in
the education sector.

Kagame reminded ‘the
assembly of the increased
primary school enrolment
from 900,000 to well over

. 2,000,000 in the past 14

years, in addition to the
implementation of Uni-
versal Primary Education
(UPE) since 2003,

“We have also recently
extended tuition-free sta-
tus to the first three years
of secondary school, mak-
ing education a nine-year
tuition-free arrangement,”
he added.

Earlier, the President ex-
pressed gratitude to Pro-
fessor Nicholas Negropon-
te, the OLPC Founder and
Chairman, and his team.

“Bringing durable, afford-

able and innovative com- |
puters to children world-’

wide is not only admirable’

but highly relevant and we
congratulate you and your
colleagues,” he said.

“It is embedded in our
development strategy of
using ICT as an enabler of
other sectors, including
learning, as well as build-
ing a dynamic information
technology industry,” the
President said. :

The programme has been
going cn for sometime
since government formed
[a year and half ago] a
partnership with OLPC to
supply laptops to primary
school children over a five-
year period,

Some 100 laptops were
provided last year, and last
month, 5000 more were
distributed in three dis-
tricts and more are yet to
come as government gets
ready to purchase 50,000
laptops early next year.

OLPC can significantly
mmprove education, as well
as the country’s economy,
among others,

The impact of the open
source-based laptops ex-
tends beyond the benefits
associated with education
and connectivity. More to
that, it is environmentally
friendly, consumes sig-

nificantly less power than
other commercial laptops
and contains no hazardous
materials.

Apart from increased ac-
cess, the President empha-
sized that the next step
will be addressing issues of
quality. ‘

“That is why all sections
of our society should par-
ticipate in this effort.”

“We pledge more re-
sources to roll ‘out this
programme nation-wide,”
he said, noting that gov-
ernment commitment
extended beyond the pro-
gramme,

Kagame underscored
that the business commu-
nity can make considerable
contribution by investing
in available opportuni-
ties in the area and urged
parents to provide a more

conducive home environ-

ment for learning,.

“We are all partners in
making this programme a
success,” he said, empha-
sizing his commitment to
its accomplishment.

“We challenge ourselves,
the Rwandan stakehold-
ers, to work diligently to
render this initiative a re-
sounding success.”
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