

Entrepreneurs Without Borders (EWOB) is a student run organization founded at the University of Illinois dedicated to providing entrepreneurial-minded collegiate students the opportunity to design and implement sustainable, project based solutions to issues in developing and subsistence economies around the world. EWOB formed a connection with the community of Tulia, Kenya, where we hope to begin a One Laptop per Child initiative. Caring for Kenya, an organization focused on the development of towns in rural Kenya, pledged their support to us, both in planning our trip and in time spent in Kenya. Additionally, we earned the enthusiastic support of the heads of the schools in Tulia, and many other community leaders. Everyone we spoke to displayed great excitement at the prospect of enabling their young children to own laptops and the wealth of knowledge that accompanies them.


After speaking with Carl Burkybile and Erastus Kavuti, directors of Caring for Kenya, EWOB was connected with Kavonge Primary School, an ideal school to introduce the laptop education program. There, the 6-12 year old student body can be saturated with the laptops. The students are in school in June and July, August is vacation but Erastus assures the students will continue to participate in computer workshops. Through the summer, we are confident that the XO Laptop will become a priceless tool for young students at Kavonge. 
Our team will be responsible for establishing the technological infrastructure to allow the laptops to function as designed. Traveling to Kenya are two very computer savvy students, one of whom has a minor in Computer Science. Additionally the team is supported by EWOB students from the University of Illinois, many of whom are engineering students with access to some of the nation’s best computing resources. Carl and Erastus are advising us on where the server will be housed, and best practice in keeping hardware safe. Combined, we are confident in EWOB’s ability to successfully implement the technological backbone for the XO Laptops in Tulia.

The team will also help the Kenyan students understand how to use the laptop as an educational and social tool to enrich their lives. We will focus on building an understanding of computing and the internet, and how this education will impact Kenya’s future development. Erastus Kavuti is also on the board of directors for the primary school, and will be in touch with over the next few months to tell us more about the curriculum at Kavonge before arriving in Kenya. Meanwhile, over 25 EWOB members will research the most efficient ways to integrate the XO Laptops into their every day curriculum. This will result in an extremely effective plan to introduce the technology to students and teachers in Tulia.

Beyond simply introducing these laptops into the students' curriculum, we will explore additional projects that can bring new opportunities to the children. Our primary idea, Kenya Tweets, focuses on allowing the students to create awareness to their situation, and open the door to new sources of funding from the rest of the world. The students will use their XO Laptops to Twitter, or micro-blog, about their everyday lives, updating their status with their thoughts, feelings, and days events. This will tie into a donor website where people across the globe can fund students who they’ve been following through their blogs. For much more detail about Kenya Tweets, please refer to the project ideas section of our wiki proposal.

In regards to developing a sustainable way to keep these laptops, we have a few ideas in mind. Most importantly, EWOB plans on establishing permanent relations between these schools and the University of Illinois. Through EWOB, students will fundraise and continue to come to Tulia and nearby towns to support and grow the OLPC project and future initiatives they identify. In Kenya this summer, we will implement control systems to ensure the laptops stay with children and are used to their full extent. This includes teaching about proper care and repair, ensuring teachers and parents track ownership, and fostering a sense of ownership and value with each child and their respective laptop. Additionally, Lewis Kamwithi pledged his support to our proposal. Lewis is local pastor who has gone through computer training, and will continue to ensure the laptops are used properly and is knowledgeable resource in case a tech problem arises. As noted earlier, we also hope to create functioning micro businesses using the laptops, such as Kenya Tweets, to further ensure there is sufficient funding to maintain the OLPC project in the future. 


