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CHESTER COMMUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH 1,400 XO LAPTOPS
One of the nation’s largest and most successful charter schools

ensures superior educational opportunities
Chester, PA., Dec. 10, 2008 – As part of their continuing mission to offer the finest education possible, Vahan and Danielle Gureghian are providing students in grades three through eight of Chester Community Charter School (CCCS) the educational advantage of their very own laptop.  The Gureghians are making a gift to the school of 1,400 XO laptops from One Laptop per Child (OLPC), a nonprofit whose mission is to provide every child in the world access to a modern education.
At CCCS today, the gift is being celebrated by students, faculty and a number of dignitaries including: OLPC Founder and Chairman Nicholas Negroponte, CCCS CEO Steve Lee, Senate Majority Leader Dominic Pileggi, Chester Mayor Wendell Butler, Michael Oscar with a statement from Senator Arlen Specter, and Philadelphia Eagles’ greats Cecil Martin and Sean Landetta.
"Chester Community Charter School has reached beyond classroom computers by integrating laptops into the learning and lives of their students, inside and outside school,” said Nicholas Negroponte, founder and chairman of One Laptop per Child.  “We applaud this decision and see it as a model for all charter schools in the USA."
CCCS is located in Chester, Pennsylvania, a city that has experienced a consistent rise in poverty and crime.  More than 65 percent of the children in Chester live in low-income households, well over twice state and national averages.  Nearly 7,000 pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade children live in the Chester Upland School District and 72 percent of them are eligible for free or reduced-price lunches as compared to 33 percent of students statewide.
Despite all of the challenges, CCCS students have proven that with the right tools and access to proper education, no educational goal is unattainable.

“CCCS is one of the nation’s largest and most successful charter schools, committed to providing superior educational opportunities for our students,” said CCCS CEO Steve Lee.  “The learning potential of our students is limitless and will continue to break new ground, especially with the assistance of these new XO laptops.”

###

About One Laptop per Child
One Laptop per Child (OLPC at http://www.laptop.org) is a non-profit organization created by Nicholas Negroponte and others from the MIT Media Lab to design, manufacture and distribute laptop computers that are inexpensive enough to provide every child in the world access to knowledge and modern forms of education.  XO laptops are rugged, solar-powered, and connect to other XO’s and the Internet. 
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