Cate Elander 

cate.elander@gmail.com

11 New Street Apartment #4 

Newark, DE 19711
(919) 218-0624



EDUCATION
University of Delaware

MA, Expected May 2009

Urban Affairs and Public Policy

Concentration: Community Development

GPA: 3.9

University of North Carolina
BA, May 2006

Major: American Studies

Minor: Creative Writing

GPA: 3.2

Relevant Coursework: Urban Housing Policy; Poverty, Neighborhoods and Community Development; Education Policy; Current Issues in International Development; Community Development Theory and Practice; Sustainable Development; Urban Planning Theory; Civil Rights Law and Policy; European and US Urban Planning: Comparative Study; Public Service and Social Change; Community Organizing for Social Justice; Poverty and Policy; Access to Work in America


WORK


Pencader Hundred Community Center

EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant and Community Organizer, September 2007 – Present

· Conducted empirical door-to-door survey of resident attitudes and used data as the baseline for evaluation of neighborhood revitalization process; analyzed data using SPSS
· Guided resident-driven local grant-making program which funded the implementation of five new events and ongoing programs fostering community engagement
· Networked with local agencies to increase service accessibility in the community by bringing preexisting programs and services into the neighborhood; established and improved partnerships with eight community agencies and increased neighborhood visibility 
· Identified and empowered local leadership to shape neighborhood revitalization process; expanded new and re-engaged previous resident participation on community council 

Duke University Office of Community Affairs

 

Durham Quality of Life Project (QOL) Community Organizer, May 2006 – August 2007 

· Developed and maintained fruitful partnerships with  local CDCs, non-profits and the City of Durham; linked residents with best partners for specific projects 
· Planned a charrette for the economic redevelopment of a depressed central business corridor, increasing and improving collaboration between stakeholders; charrette resulted in a document currently being used by the City to guide the redevelopment of the area
· Planned trips and focus groups to educate residents on best practices in areas of affordable housing and economic development; used information to inform goals and improve development strategies
· Guided local university students in door-to-door organizing efforts to expand Latino and renter participation in QOL 

SKILLS 
Microsoft Office, SPSS, grant writing, TOPS Facilitation Methods
LANGUAGES

French proficiency, basic Spanish
LEADERSHIP
Delaware Parent Information Resource Center (DE-PIRC)

Community Advisory Board Member, November 2008 - Present  

· Collaborated with other board members to improve DE-PIRC’s outreach efforts in underserved neighborhoods through development of targeted community workshops
Urban Affairs Student Association, University of Delaware  
President, May 2007 - Present
· Led board of Masters and PhD students to develop professional and social opportunities to increase community engagement and application of policy knowledge for students and faculty in the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy 

· Increased dialogue between students and faculty about courses, assignments and teaching methods through feedback sessions; resulted in a report used to inform future policies  
· Doubled the number of events offered to students and faculty in the first semester of service; greatly increased event participation and fostered involvement from a larger cross-section of students across race, nationality, age, and program-affiliation
UNC School of Social Work

Community Partnership Coordinator and Course TA, January 2006 – May 2006

· Guided students in assessing the services and community outreach efforts of four 

non profits serving local neighborhoods; developed reports with a wide range of recommendations based on best practices  

· Assisted students in organizing youth and immigrant resident meetings in the community; meetings resulted in raised visibility of both populations in community organizations
National Student Partnerships of Durham
Volunteer Coordinator and Case Manager, September 2005 – April 2006

· Developed original volunteer recruitment plan involving on-campus interest meetings at surrounding universities to meet the needs of increased clients and an understaffed office

· Fostered relationships with community partners to identify funding and added resources

· Worked one-on-one with low-income clients to facilitate increased access to available services; identified individual career goals and provided job search and resume writing assistance
· Feasibility Study: Assessed the capacity of a local community to support a volunteer tourism project, Tanzania, January 2009        
· Study Abroad: Language immersion, Guatemala, June 2008                                                                                                                           

· Study Abroad: Studied affordable housing, historic preservation and neighborhood revitalization with working professionals, Netherlands, March 2008                                                                                                                                        

· IFC Bi-Weekly Men’s Shelter Breakfast Coordinator, May 2003 – August 2006

· International Partnership for Service Learning Study Abroad: Cultural immersion, in-depth study of French social service system; completed position paper on effects of state-run social programs on volunteerism,  Montpellier, France, September 2004 – December 2004

· Alternative Fall and Spring Breaks working with shelters, affordable housing organizations and disadvantaged youth: Philadelphia, March 2003; Cincinnati, March 2005; Washington, DC, October 2005;  New Orleans, March 2006 
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