Learning Chat 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning Chat, an initiative developed by the OLPC Learning team, brings together members of learning teams from OLPC projects around the globe. The initial idea was to create a community of people who share the same interests and goals, and who, at the same time, face similar challenges in the field.  As the community has grown, the Learning Chat’s goals have become the following:

· Familiarize members with the theory and background ideas that inform OLPC
· Discuss all educational aspects of the OLPC program
· Introduce experts and ideas that could enhance and benefit the different OLPC programs
· Highlight progress and lessons learned from the field
· Inform members about new developments in all aspects of OLPC – technical, educational, operational, etc.

The Learning Chat began in 2010 with only a few members and was driven largely by Claudia Urrea, OLPC Director of Learning. Since 2010 there have been 75 weekly chats; the community has expanded to 70 members who now drive the topics and session dynamics. An average of 25 members participate each week; others stay connected by reading the materials and summaries made available on the OLPC wiki.

The learning chats happen in one of two modalities: Spanish-English chat or online presentation using a webinar platform. In addition, resources and materials created for the meetings, or shared by different members of the community, are curated on a different OLPC wiki page. 

The OLPC Learning Chat initiative continues to improve based on feedback and recommendations from community members about their own experiences, the platforms used for communication, and the topics discussed. An evaluation of the impact of this initiative during the past two years is under development.  
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