JOHN LENNON IMAGINES A WORLD CHANGED BY ONE LAPTOP PER CHILD

New TV spot "A Message from John Lennon" launches on Christmas Day

Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 25, 2008 – John Lennon comes to life in a TV commercial for One Laptop per Child [OLPC], a nonprofit organization whose mission is to help provide every child in the world access to a modern education. The video broke nationwide on Christmas Day.

The 30-second spot, called "A Message from John Lennon," is part of OLPC's campaign to fund the delivery of its XO laptop computers to children in the developing world.  In the spot, Lennon, through the use of digital technology, speaks to viewers about the potential impact of XO laptops on these children.  "Imagine every child… could access a universe of knowledge… a chance to learn, to dream, to achieve anything they want… You can give a child a laptop and more than imagine, you can change the world," says a video image of Lennon.

"John Lennon's vision of a better world aligns perfectly with the mission of One Laptop per Child," said Nicholas Negroponte, founder and chairman of OLPC.  "We deeply appreciate Yoko Ono's support in allowing us to create the spot and we hope that its message will get people to imagine the power of education to change the world."

The commercial will be shown on donated broadcast and cable time.  Fox broadcast and cable networks, CBS and Time Warner have already donated time for previous spots in the OLPC campaign.  "A Message From John Lennon" can be seen on   youtube.com/olpc and on laptop.org.

The video was created by TAXI New York.  To obtain publishable images of the creative, contact Lisa Sanders at TAXI New York, at lisa.sanders@taxi-ny.com or 917-237-8713.

How To Help

Individuals can support OLPC through three programs:

· Give a Laptop – Donate $199 to send a laptop to a child in an OLPC deployment

· Give a School – Send 100 or more laptops directly to the country or classroom of your choice anywhere in the world.

· Get a Laptop – Through December 31, donate $399 to send one laptop to a child in an OLPC deployment and get one for yourself or a friend.

Corporations and other organizations can participate through matching donations.  To get involved, visit laptop.org/g1g1 

About One Laptop per Child

One Laptop per Child (online: laptop.org) is a non-profit organization created by Nicholas Negroponte and others from the MIT Media Lab to design, manufacture and distribute laptop computers to children.  These XO laptops are inexpensive enough to provide every child in the world access to knowledge and modern forms of education.  XO's are rugged, can be powered by the sun, and connect to other XO's and to the Internet.

