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OLPC Wins Bid:

Uruguay to Purchase 100,000 XO Laptops
CEIBAL Project to oversee implementation in Uruguayan schools

Cambridge, Mass., Oct. 29, 2007 – The One Laptop per Child (OLPC) Association, Inc., a non-profit organization focused on providing educational tools to help children in developing countries “learn learning,” announced today that LATU, the Laboratio Tecnológico del Uruguay (Technology Laboratory of Uruguay) has awarded OLPC a contract for the purchase of the first 100,000 XO laptop computers for a project including up to 400,000 units.  Brightstar Corp., OLPC’s exclusive global sales and distribution partner, was instrumental in helping OLPC win the competitive bid.


LATU, which is responsible of the CEIBAL Project  (Conectividad Éducativa de Informática Básica para el Aprendizaje en Línea – Basic Informatics Educative Connectivity for Online Learning)  and called for the tender, conducted a thorough technical evaluation of the laptops (the XO laptop from One Laptop per Child and the Intel Classmate) submitted by the two bid responders.  The award was based on carefully developed evaluation criteria and not solely given to the lowest bidder or due to OLPC’s unique hardware features


The CEIBAL Project will deliver the laptops to all schoolchildren and all teachers in public schools in Uruguay during 2007-2009. The project will also provide connectivity to schools, town buildings, and homes.  The project has had a very successful school pilot with XO laptops in Villa Cardal, Uruguay.


“We are very much looking forward to the next phase of the CEIBAL Project and to bringing highly innovative education and an equal access tool to all school children in Uruguay,” said Miguel Brechner, President of LATU.  “The XO laptop’s advanced features and functionality – including the out-of-the box mesh network, integrated 
camera and dual-mode display – are certain to delight the children of Uruguay and to kindle in them a deep passion for learning, creativity and self-expression.”

“We’re delighted that Uruguay has fully committed to the OLPC program,” said Nicholas Negroponte, founder and chairman of One Laptop per Child.  “We commend Uruguay for the being first country to take concrete actions to provide laptops to all its children and teachers and look forward to other countries following this example and using their due diligence to evaluate the opportunity.”

###

About One Laptop per Child

One Laptop per Child (OLPC at http://www.laptop.org) is a non-profit organization created by Nicholas Negroponte and others from the MIT Media Lab to design, manufacture and distribute laptop computers that are sufficiently inexpensive to provide every child in the world access to knowledge and modern forms of education.  These XO laptops will be rugged, open source, and so energy efficient that they can be powered by a child manually.  Mesh networking will give many machines Internet access from one connection. The pricing goal is $100.

The XO laptops will be sold to governments and issued to children by schools on a basis of one laptop per child.  Starting November 12 and for two weeks only, individuals in the U.S. and Canada will be able to participate in the Give 1 Get 1 program and for US$399 get a laptop while giving one simultaneously to a child in a developing nation.  For more information on the Give 1 Get 1 program, go to http://www.laptopgiving.org. 
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